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Why French Companies Choose Wisconsin
•	 Proven track record with French companies: France is already one 

of Wisconsin’s strongest European investment partners, with roughly 
40 French firms operating across advanced manufacturing, agri-food, 
life sciences, energy, logistics, and services. Continued reinvestment 
and expansion demonstrate Wisconsin’s reliability as a long-term U.S. 
growth platform.

•	 Aligned manufacturing strengths: Wisconsin’s manufacturing-centric 
economy closely matches French industrial capabilities, reducing 
integration risk and accelerating timelines for greenfield projects, 
expansions, and M&A-driven market entry.

•	 Competitive operating environment and market access: Compared 
with coastal or Tier 1 metros, Wisconsin offers lower labor and facility 
costs, a highly productive workforce supported by technical colleges, 
abundant freshwater, and site-ready industrial parks that support 
efficient North American operations.

Start the conversation. Connect with our international investment team at intl@wedc.org



Flagship French Investments in Wisconsin

Lactalis Group
•	 Lactalis continues to expand cheese manufacturing 

capacity in Wisconsin to meet growing U.S. demand. 

•	 The state’s strong dairy supply chain, skilled 
workforce, and proximity to milk producers support 
Lactalis’ long‑term strategy for value‑added dairy 
production.

Sanofi
•	 The company continues to reinvest in its Madison site, 

one of its largest biomanufacturing and R&D hubs in 
North America. 

•	 The facility supports advanced biologics production 
and high‑value jobs, leveraging Wisconsin’s strong 
life sciences talent base.

Manitou Group
•	 Through its Gehl brand headquartered in West Bend, 

the company continues to invest in manufacturing, 
product development, and workforce growth. 

•	 Wisconsin’s expertise in off highway equipment 
provides a strong platform for serving North 
American construction and agricultural markets.
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