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Webinar Overview

2

This webinar will be recorded and made available on the Small Business Technical Assistance Grant 
program webpage

Please submit any questions you have in the “Q&A” box



Agenda

Small Business Technical Assistance 
Grant

• SBTA Program Overview
• Application Process and Scoring
• Important Dates

• Q&A

Small Business Development Grant

• SBDG Program Overview

• Application Process and Scoring

• Important Dates and Considerations

• Q&A
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SBTA Program Overview 

• The Small Business Technical Assistance (SBTA) Grant was created as part of a 
broader effort to reorganize WEDC’s support for small business development in 
Wisconsin.

• The (SBTA) program provides grants to technical assistance providers, which can 
be used for their project specific operational costs for technical assistance to 
traditional small businesses. These funds support programming for all stages of 
a traditional small business's life cycle. 

4



SBTA Program Overview

The SBTA program is intended to increase traditional small business 
activities across Wisconsin. The program will strengthen the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem by utilizing community building, capacity 
building, technical assistance, and other similar support. Those served by 
the funded programs may be provided with a wide range of support, 
including experienced hands-on mentorship, educational programming, 
community building, leadership training, entrepreneurship and networking 
events, and business development strategies. 

The SBTA program provides grants to technical assistance providers, 
which can be used for their project specific operational costs for 
technical assistance to traditional small businesses. These funds support 
programming for all stages of a traditional small business's lifecycle.
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SBTA Program Overview

Competitive grant program, There will only be one round for FY27

Applicants must be a non-profit entity

o This includes municipalities and governments, Tribal entities, educational 
institutions, and community development organizations

o Fiscal sponsorships are allowed

o For-profit, businesses are not eligible to apply

1:1 Match required 

o Matching funds can be cash or in-kind

Maximum award amount is $200,000

Eligible Project Costs include operational and consulting

Programs should be approximately 12 months in duration

Performance reports are due annually

o A Schedule of Expenditures will be required for awards over $100,000
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SBTA By the 
Numbers

90 Applications Sent

65 Applications Submitted

$6.9M Requested

21 Grants Awarded

$2,123,900 Total Awarded

FY26 SBTA Awardees

https://wedc.org/building-wisconsins-entrepreneurial-base/


SBTA Ineligibility
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Pass through funding including but not limited to direct payments and 
stipends to businesses served by the grant.

Related Party or Person transactions.

*A related Party or Person means a family member such as a brother, sister, 
parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, spouse, or in-laws, if that person has 
control, joint control, or significant influence over a corporation or entity or is 
a member of its key management personnel; or an entity related to the 
Recipient if, among other circumstances, it is a parent, subsidiary, fellow 
subsidiary, associate, or joint venture of the Recipient, or it is controlled, 
jointly controlled, or significantly influenced or managed by a person who is a 
related party or the Recipient itself. 

Small Business Development Centers (SBDCs) cannot receive SBTA funding.



Evaluation Criteria
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• The extent to which the work plan is feasible including project range, duration, and impact.

•The extent to which the applicant and project collaborators may have relevant experience and historical performance in 
program administration including previous WEDC awards, if applicable.

Project Alignment and Feasibility:

• The extent to which matching resources are available and utilized within the project budget.

• The extent to which the project budget supports entrepreneurs compared to supporting operations as it relates to the 
overall intensity, duration, or rigor of the project

• The extent to which WEDC funds impact the applicants’ ability to assist individuals and/or companies.

Financial Viability:

• The extent to which the applicant demonstrates and plans to track impact with measurable, feasible, and impactful 
project outcomes.

• The extent to which the applicant demonstrates a unique position to meet community need for the target population or 
location.

Outcome and Impact:

• The extent to which the program model can be replicated and/or sustained in other areas of Wisconsin.

Innovation and Sustainability:

•Presence of partnering and collaborating organizations and extent of community support.

• Use of novel and innovative approach to supporting individuals and/or companies.

• Alignment to WEDC priorities for industry sectors, local economic factors, geography, and target populations.

Additional Considerations:



Network Wisconsin
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SBTA Application

Legal Entity

Chartering Document

Application Information

Organization Information

Project Narratives

Budget

Information on Legal Proceedings

State Request for Bid or Proposal

11



SBTA Application
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SBTA Application
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SBTA Application
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SBTA Application
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SBTA Application
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SBTA Application
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SBTA Application
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SBTA Application 

Expenses/Uses of Funding

Sources and Amounts of Funding

o WEDC Amount (Amount org is requesting from WEDC)

o Match Source Name

o Match Source Amount

o Cash or In-kind Match

o Total Budget
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SBTA Application
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SBTA Application  
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SBTA Information

Small Business Technical Assistance Program 

Program Guidelines

Program Information 

Program FAQs
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https://wedc.org/programs/small-business-technical-assistance-program/
https://wedcazurecdn.blob.core.windows.net/public/OnlineDirectoryProgramGuidelines/BCD_SBTA_FY27_PG_not-signed.pdf
https://wedc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/FY26-Small-Business-Technical-Assistance.pdf
https://wedc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/FY27-SBTA-FAQ.pdf


How to Apply

To begin the application process, you must first email a WEDC Diverse 
Business Development team member: 

Nichole Crust, nichole.crust@wedc.org

Seyoum Mengesha, seyoum.mengesha@wedc.org  

Francisca Rodriguez, francisca.rodriguez@wedc.org 

• Include:

• Name of entity applying

• Name/Email to receive application

You will receive an online application through Network Wisconsin

Complete and submit online application by Oct. 2 @ 5:00pm
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mailto:nichole.crust@wedc.org
mailto:seyoum.mengesha@wedc.org
mailto:francisca.rodriguez@wedc.org


Timeline

Applications are open

Office hours Aug. 19 and Sept 16 - 
9:00am-4:00pm 

Applications due Oct. 2 @ 5:00pm

Scoring period Oct. 12-26

Awarded applications contracted by 
Feb/Mar

Awarded applications publicly 
announced in 2027

*Must wait for WEDC to make 
announcement

**For those that need board 
approval/municipal resolution, may 
need to act ASAP for application 
deadline
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Questions?



SBDG Overview

Competitive grant program, available for 
one round in FY27

Program Purpose

• Increase access to capital to small 
businesses and spur small business 
creation

• Encourage communities and 
economic development partners to 
invest in small businesses

• Encourage program innovation and 
provide flexibility for programs to be 
tailored to community needs



Past SBDG Awards

39 Awards

$6,190,000

Awards Based in 30 Counties

• Even More Served!

19 Awards in Urban Counties

20 Awards in Rural Counties
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About SBDG: 
Eligibility

Eligible Applicants

• Municipalities

• Counties

• Tribal governments

• Economic development 
organizations

Previous awardees may apply, 
if all previous funds utilized

Must be in compliance on all 
existing WEDC awards
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About SBDG: Use 
of Funds 

$1.5 million for FY27

Grants of $50,000-$250,000

Eligible Use: Small business 
financing programs (e.g. 
grants or loans)

Awardees pass 100% of funds 
to small businesses

• Must be for-profit

• Must have less than 25 full-
time employees

Ineligible Use: Admin costs, 
reporting costs
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Evaluation Criteria – See PGs for full list
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• The extent to which the proposed effort provides a model to maintain grant funding for long-term use in the applicant’s service territory. 
The extent to which the program as proposed will support local business growth. The extent to which the applicant’s program provides 
customized business advising and technical assistance.

• The extent to which the applicant’s program will address a local economic challenge (e.g. number of localities served, geography, 
businesses served, etc.). The extent to which the proposed effort can be replicated throughout Wisconsin. 

• The extent to which the problem has been approached through collaboration with other economic development groups and other local
jurisdictions. The extent to which the applicant demonstrates community demand/support/need for program. The extent to which the
applicant demonstrates the critical need for WEDC financial support.

• The extent to which the project will provide an impact to economically distressed communities, rural areas, and/or historically 
underserved populations.

Outcome and Impact:

• The extent to which the applicant budget is complete and displays how funds will support small businesses.

• The extent to which the applicant has a plan to disburse grant funds within the first 18 months of the project window. 

• The extent to which the applicant has secured match funds (a match is not required).

Budget:

• The extent to which the applicant has demonstrated experience administering loan/grant funds.

• If proposing a RLF, then objectives, financing strategy, operational procedures, and a full summary of the applicant's organizational 
capacity to run an RLF must be provided. 

• Application quality: application should be in great shape, answered all questions, not missing any documents, and the project is clear

Additional Considerations:

• The extent to which an applicant has received SBDG funds in the past. Applicants who have not previously received SBDG funds may be 
prioritized. 

Past SBDG Awards:



How to Apply

Determine applicant and project eligibility

Connect with a WEDC regional economic 
development director (REDD) or directly with 
Dana F (dana.foley@wedc.org)

• Include:

• Name of entity applying

• Name/Email to receive application

Dana F will send an online application through  
Network Wisconsin

Complete and submit online application by Oct. 
2 @ 5:00pm
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Application: 
What’s Needed?

Online application

• Supporting documents

• W9

• Charting document (if applicable)

• Nonprofit credentials (if applicable)

• Detailed project description

• Organizational leadership and project 
lead information

• Sample application

• Letters of support

• Project budget

• Three years of financial statements
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SBDG Application
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SBDG Application
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SBDG Application
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SBDG Application
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Budget 
Template
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Budget 
Example
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Timeline

Applications are open

Applications due Oct. 2 @ 5:00pm

Scoring period Oct. 12-26

Winning applications contracted by Feb/Mar

Winning applications publicly announced in 2027

*Must wait for WEDC to make announcement

**For those that need board 
approval/municipal resolution, may need to 
act ASAP for application deadline

 Project operating window: ~2 years
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Disbursement 
Process

Awards made on disbursement basis

Requirements

• Segregated bank account

• Set up a bill.com account

• Submit businesses selected to receive award

• Submit proof of award

• Submit Exhibit A Form

~3 weeks to complete disbursement
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Other considerations

Reporting requirements

Schedule of Expenditures (SOE) requirement for awards of $100,000 and up

• Requires CPA engagement

Assuming a 12/31 Fiscal Year End Date

Award 
Contracted

Feb/Mar 
2027

FY End SOE Due
Reporting 

Due

Dec 
2028

Mar 
2028

Apr 
2028

FY End

Dec 
2027



Office Hours

Aug 19: 9am-4pm

Sept 16: 9am-4pm

Contact Nichole for link to join

Aug 20: 9am-4pm

Sept 17: 9am-4pm

Contact Dana for link to join

SBTA SBDG
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Questions?
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Thank you!

Dana Foley
Project Manager

dana.foley@wedc.org 

608.210.6814

Nichole Crust
Director of Entrepreneurship

nichole.crust@wedc.org

608.210.6805

mailto:dana.nielsen@wedc.org
mailto:Nichole.crust@wedc.org
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